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Welcome 

Welcome to Dunseverick Primary School. We are extremely proud of our school and hope that you 

will enjoy being part of the Dunseverick family! Our aim is to provide a ‘broad and balanced curricu-

lum’ for ALL pupils as required by the Northern Ireland Curriculum within the context of a caring, hap-

py and safe environment. 

 

Dunseverick Primary School has an excellent reputation in the local and wider community and our 

children are proud to be pupils here. We believe all children have the right to be educated in a safe 

and caring environment.  We seek to promote a Christian ethos at Dunseverick  and we endeavor to 

support different learning styles and encourage pupils to fulfill their potential.  We are committed to 

encouraging healthy habits and enabling children to become responsible and positive members of 

society.  Education is a partnership  between home and school and we place a great deal of em-

phasis on our partnership with parents. We believe that children learn best when home and school 

work together for their benefit.  When your child starts school, it is not where your job ends and ours 

begins. It is where our job begins and yours continues!  

 

Our school operates an ‘Open Door’ policy. If you 

would like to meet with me, visit the school or re-

ceive further information, please do not hesitate 

to contact the school and we can share more of 

what Dunseverick Primary School can offer your 

child. 
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Our Story so far ……. 

Dunseverick Primary School nestles on the edge 

of the Giant’s Causeway and has been serving 

the community since 1895. Though originally built 

for 30 pupils, growing numbers and subsequent 

amalgamations with Ballintoy and Croaghbeg 

Schools have resulted in a thriving and vibrant 

Primary School. The school is fed from a wide 

catchment area stretching Ballycastle to the East, 

Mosside to the South and well beyond Bushmills to 

the West. We are very much a community school 

with strong parental support and a deep history 

of family generations back through the years.  

Our location is one of outstanding natural beauty and we pride ourselves in our Environmental 

Guardianship and the breadth of opportunities for learning and development that we provide 

for all pupils in such a setting. 

The tangible feel of welcome and happy atmosphere in the school creates and promotes a 

sense of purpose and identity among the pupils, staff, parents and visitors. The school is brightly 

decorated with the emphasis on children’s work and celebrating their success and achieve-

ments. We seek to make the best use of our accommodation and grounds to provide learning 

opportunities for all the children, targeted at their needs and interests. 
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Staffing & Governors 

Teaching Staff 

Principal    Mrs L. Smyth 

Reception/P1  Miss E. Simpson 

P2/3     Mrs J. McIlmoyle 

P4/5    Mrs E. Milligan 

P5/6    Mrs Z. Scott 

P7    Mrs L. Smyth/ Mrs C Taggart (Principal Relief—(Thursday & 

            Friday) 

Non—Teaching Staff 

SEN Classroom Assistants  Mrs Z. Smyth 

     Miss Z. McNeill 

Classroom Assistant  Ms S. Newton 

Secretary    Mrs D. Cameron 

Building Supervisor   Mrs L. Smyth 

Bus Driver    Mr M. McGrath 

Cook     Miss J. Hamill  

Assistant Cook   Mrs R. McCullough 

Kitchen Assistant   Mrs C. Nutt 

 

Board of Governors 

The Board of Governors currently consists of representatives from the Education Au-

thority (North Eastern Region), Church Transferors, Parents and Staff.  The Governors 

have considerable responsibility in supporting the Principal with strategic manage-

ment of the school. The Principal acts as secretary to the Board of Governors. 
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General Information 
School:  Dunseverick Primary School 

Address:  215 Whitepark Rd 

  Bushmills 

  Co. Antrim 

  BT57 8SR 

Telephone:  (028) 207 31600 

E-mail:   info@dunseverickps.bushmills.ni.sch.uk 

Website:  www.dunseverickprimaryschool.co.uk 

Admissions Criteria 
 
Where the school is oversubscribed the following criteria will be applied in order of priority: 

 

 Children who have attained compulsory school age. 

 Children who are resident in Northern Ireland at the time of proposed admission. 

 Those who have a brother/sister attending the school. 

 Children whose home address is closest to the school (measured in a straight line on an 

OS map). 

Applications and Admissions to Primary 1 

Year Total Applications Total Admissions 

2016/2017 12 12 

2017/2018 12 12 

2018/2019 10 10 
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School Day 
8.00am—8.40am  Breakfast Club 

8.40am—9.00am  Staff on duty in playground 

9.00am   School Day begins 

10.45—11.00am  Break Time 

12.10pm—1.00pm  Lunch Time 

1.00pm   Reception Finishing Time 

2.00pm   P1—P3 Finishing Time 

2.00pm—3.00pm  223 Club (P1—P3 pupils—Optional) 

3.00pm   P4—P7 Finishing Time  

3.00pm—4.00pm  Afterschool Clubs  

These times may change to facilitate special events such as Educa-

tional Visits or early closures, but parents will be informed prior to 

any changes which affect transport arrangements  

Breakfast Club 

We run a breakfast club to assist working par-

ents and to all who may find the service use-

ful.  The current cost is £1.05 per day.  For this 

pupils will receive cereal, toast, juice or milk.  

Breakfast club is supervised each morning by 

a member of staff. 
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Uniform & Transport 
We encourage all our pupils to wear school uniform and we very much appreciate the 

parental support in this area.  Uniform gives pupils a sense of pride and belonging, as well 

as looking smart in their personal appearance. Uniform can be purchased from Heart & 

Home, Coleraine and Ballymoney. 

Boys 

Green Polo Shirt 

Navy Sweatshirt 

Grey Trousers 

Black Shoes 

Grey Shorts in Summer 

 

Girls 

Green Polo Shirt 

Navy Sweatshirt 

Grey Skirt/Trousers 

Black Shoes 

Green & White Gingham 

dress in summer 

Transport 

As a rural school, we rely heavily on school buses 

to transport our pupils to and from school each 

day. We are very fortunate to have excellent driv-

ers whose care of the children is second to none. 

Information about transport, including application 

forms for a bus pass can be obtained from the 

school office. As with all services nowadays, there 

are stringent criteria in place for allocating such 

bus passes. Unfortunately this system is not in our 

hands to control and so we must abide by the de-

cision of the NEELB in these matters. Parking is lim-

ited, so we encourage parents not to park directly 

to the front of the school, but to use the picnic ar-

ea across the road. 
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Communication 
Home School Liaison 

We have a very strong relationship with our 

parents.  We value their role and actively in-

volve them in their child’s learning; this is cen-

tral to the success of all pupils. All parents will 

be invited in to discuss their child’s progress 

before the half term holiday in both October 

and February. 

 

In addition, parents may request a meeting 

at any time during the school year.  The 

teacher will then organise a mutually con-

venient time for the meeting. Throughout the 

year staff may also invite parents in if there is 

an issue which needs to be discussed. 

Each February P7 parents / carers will come 

into school to meet with the Principal for the 

Transfer Procedure interview. 

 

 
Termly Information 

Every term parents will receive a newsletter 

outlining the topics the pupils will be learning 

about within Numeracy, Literacy and the 

World Around Us. There may also be helpful 

‘Top Tips’ and websites suggested to help 

and support your child with their learning. 

 

 
Additional Communication 

Further school information can be found on 

our website or on the school’s Facebook 

page.  In addition, our school texting service 

informs parents / carers of important infor-

mation or emergency situations. 
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Primary Curriculum 
Your child’s education will be divided into three stages: 

 

 

 

The aim of the Northern Ireland Curriculum is to empower young people to develop their potential and 

to make informed and responsible choices and decisions throughout their lives. 

AREA OF LEARNING FOCUS 

 

Foundation Stage 

 Primary 1 & 2 

Key Stage 1 

 Primary 3 & 4 

Key Stage 2 

 Primary 5,6 & 7 

Dunseverick Primary School follows the Northern Ireland 

Curriculum which is a statutory requirement for all 

schools. Young children come to school from a variety of 

different backgrounds, having had a range of different 

learning experiences at home and for most, some form 

of pre-school education. The Foundation Stage aims to 

build on these learning experiences by providing children 

with an appropriate learning programme to develop 

their readiness to learn and to provide them with the skills 

and competencies they will need to succeed in school 

and future life. The Foundation Stage also endorses good 

early years’ practice where teachers have more flexibility 

in terms of what they teach. This flexibility allows teachers 

to follow the interests of the children, encouraging them 

to see links in their learning and to appreciate that the 

skills they learn in one area can be applied elsewhere.  

 

Reading is always at the forefront of parents’ minds when 

the children start school, and this is now developed 

through experience and fun rather than with old reading 

books and “2 pages per night”. Children enjoy stories 

read to them and with them and are encouraged to ex-

plore books for fun. They have the opportunity to choose 

“dip in” books which are suited to their level of ability 

and can enjoy these at home with their parents.  The Jol-

ly Phonics programme is used to introduce children to 

initial sounds and blends of sounds and these, together 

with labels, modelled reading and eventually guided. 

Enriching Lives, Learning Together, Equipping for Life 
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Primary Curriculum 
AREA OF LEARNING FOCUS 

 

 

Language and Literacy 

Literacy is divided up into three areas – Reading, Writ-

ing and Talking and Listening.  Literacy is an essential 

element of each strand of the curriculum and so cross-

curricular activities are a common feature of the class-

rooms. Reading is taught in school and then practised 

at home, allowing home-school partnerships to be es-

tablished.    

We emphasise the importance of reading for pleasure 

and for meaning.  Our Accelerated Reader library pro-

vides an extensive range of reading material which im-

proves motivation and ensures progress for all children.   

The skills of writing are nurtured from Primary 1 with class 

writing activities in a big book or on the board develop-

ing into detailed pieces of individual writing done for a 

specific purpose and in a chosen form further up the 

school. Talking and Listening activities are embedded 

in classes from an early age. 

 

Mathematics and Numeracy 

Mathematics and Numeracy is made up of various 

types of activity including mental maths, maths games, 

written exercises, practical investigations, problem solv-

ing, cross curricular projects, real life scenarios and use 

of the school grounds and facilities to make the con-

tent come to life. The 5 areas of Maths, as set out in the 

Programmes of Study – Processes, Number, Measures, 

Shape and Space and Handling Data – are all covered 

by these varied activities.  
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Primary Curriculum 
AREA OF LEARNING FOCUS 

 

 

ICT 

Today’s society is a very modern one and the impact 

of technology increases with each new gadget, com-

puter or device.  We aim to reveal and share some of 

the potential of computers and other technology with 

all of our pupils, from programming simple devices like 

Pixie to creating and using PowerPoint presentations.   

Each classroom has an Interactive whiteboard which is 

used to enhance teaching and learning. We want all 

of the children to be competent and confident in using 

ICT. We also have iPads which children enjoy using to 

explore different activities. 

World Around Us 

The pupils are provided with opportunities to explore 

the world around them within the areas of Geography, 

History and Science and Technology. We explore a 

range of topics, for example, Space, Titanic, Polar 

Lands, Tropical Rainforests, All About Me, Material 

World and Splish, Splash Splosh. We have a rich history 

of environmental awareness and make full use of our 

excellent school grounds and local environment.  Dun-

severick is the proud owner of our very own wind tur-

bine. 

Physical Education (PE) 

PE involves Games, Gymnastics, Dance, Athletics and 

Swimming. Key Stage 2 pupils attend The Joey Dunlop 

Leisure Centre in Ballymoney for regular lessons. We en-

deavour to provide each child with opportunities to en-

joy each of these areas of PE and seek to assign ap-

proximately one hour per class per week for PE lessons.  
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Primary Curriculum 
AREA OF LEARNING FOCUS 

 

 

The Arts – Music, Drama and Art & Design 

The Arts are made up of three existing areas of the cur-

rent curriculum. Each child is provided with the oppor-

tunity to explore their abilities in Music, Drama and Art & 

Design. Teachers provide experience of these areas 

through their topic work and this is used to enhance the 

learning experience for the children. Children are pro-

vided with further opportunities to explore and perform 

in drama and music through our weekly assemblies and 

special events such as the Christmas Concert and Prize 

Day. Pupils from P4 and above have the opportunity to 

learn wind and string instruments.  

 

Religious Education (RE) 

RE is taught to all classes in school and follows in line 

with our School Ethos and the NEELB RE Scheme. This 

deals with a wide range of topics and stories from the 

Bible. Parents who wish to have their children with-

drawn from RE lessons may do so. In such cases place-

ment in another class may be arranged. 

 

Homework 

Homework provides an invaluable opportunity for par-

ents to participate in their child’s education. It is also set 

to reinforce work already covered in class and can 

come in a variety of forms: written, reading, research, 

learning, collecting and talking and listening. A home-

work diary system allows children to carry home clear 

instructions and allows parents to communicate with 

the class teacher easily and efficiently.  
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Assessment & Special Education Needs 

Assessment 

In addition to regular informal assessment of a 

child’s progress by the teacher, formal stand-

ardised assessment in Communication and Us-

ing Mathematics takes place at the end of Key 

Stage 1 (Primary 4) and Key Stage 2 (Primary 7). 

Standardised Literacy and Numeracy tests are 

used in P3—P7 at the end of the year to inform 

teaching. An Intelligence Test (CAT 4) is also ad-

ministered in P4 and P6. Parents receive a ver-

bal report on their child’s progress during Term 1 

and an optional verbal report during Term 2. An 

annual written report is sent in June. At the end 

of Primary 7, pupils also receive a Record of 

Achievement. This is a celebration of the child’s 

time in primary school. It includes academic 

and non-academic achievements both in and 

out of school. 

Special Educational Needs 

The school operates and maintains a Special 

Needs Register for children who need extra help 

or attention with their work. This system works on 

a five stage structure, identifying needs, seeking 

to meet those needs and making use of appro-

priate external support agencies where neces-

sary. At stage 1, the pupil is identified as having 

a few difficulties, which it is believed, can be 

met within the normal class setting. If the prob-

lems are causing greater concern, the assis-

tance is increased appropriately, using Individu-

al Education Plans to focus on measurable pro-

gress. Beyond stage 2, the EA’s Special Needs 

department come alongside to assist. This assis-

tance may be offered in terms of personnel or 

resources. These arrangements are coordinated 

by our SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-

ordinator).  
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Pastoral Care & Safeguarding 
Our staff work hard to maintain a caring, 

family atmosphere within the school. Class 

teachers know their individual children well 

and watch out for them. Arrangements for 

dealing with problems are in place along 

with procedures for dealing with the wel-

fare of the children should a concern be 

raised. Designated teachers are appointed 

to deal with child protection issues and all 

staff are updated with training annually. 

House System 

At Dunseverick we have established a house system.  

The aim of our house system is to allow all pupils to 

work as part of a team and be rewarded for their skills 

and talents.  House points are awarded for behaviour, 

curricular areas and extra-curricular areas.  Points are 

totalled up by House Captains each week and the 

winning house will receive the ‘House Cup’ on prize 

day.  Houses have been named after local places of 

interest; Causeway, Dunseverick and Whitepark Bay. 

Buddies 

At Dunseverick we have a buddy system for our re-

ception and Primary 1 pupils. Each pupil is paired with 

a child from P7 in September.  Throughout the school 

year we provide lots of opportunities for the children 

to meet with each other.  We encourage the recep-

tion/Primary 1 children to talk to their buddies if they 

are worried or need help.  We always finish the school 

year with a  buddy trip to the beach. 



16 

 

Other Information 

School Trips 

All classes are involved in school visits to places of interest such as the farm, castles, muse-

ums, beaches and forests to name only a few. These visits are usually centred around top-

ic work and provide an excellent additional dimension to the children’s learning. Parents 

are sometimes asked to make a voluntary contribution to the financing of such trips. 

 

In Primary 5, 6 and 7 pupils are invited to go on an Outdoor Pursuits residential trip.  The 

learning experiences are brought alive in a way that cannot be replicated in the class-

room. The social and educational experiences and skills that they encounter and learn on 

this trip are invaluable. We try to encourage all our pupils to come along as part of their 

learning experience 

Community Events 

Our children participate in a range of events that involve the local community. Each year, 

we hold class assemblies and a Christmas Production.  Pupils participate in a range of 

sporting fixtures with local schools and community groups. Speakers from local churches 

participate regularly in school assemblies. At the end of the school year, we host an annu-

al Prize Day where pupils’ achievements are celebrated. We are always looking for ways 

to integrate community work in our school. Regular fund raisers are held for charity events 

and school funds. These have included  a Christmas Fair, Sponsored Walk and Fireside 

Quiz.  Friends of Dunseverick are a group of parent volunteers who are actively involved in 

organising and helping at school events. 

Enriching Lives, Learning Together, Equipping for Life 
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Notes 
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